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SWITCH news, brought to you by the members of SWITCH!
July 14™, 2009

Greetings Everybody!

Our next open meeting will be Friday, September 4™, at 8:00 am, at Queen’s Innovation Park. The guest
speaker will be Aaron Ball, Sustainability Manager and Nathan Splinter, Energy Engineer, from the
Queen’s Sustainability Office. The title of their talk is Queen’s University: Energy Management.

Save a paper cup, bring a travel mug to the next open meeting!

Sign-in procedure:

The next Open Meeting will probably be held in the Conference Room attached to the main entrance of
Novellis. All attendees of Open Meetings should be able to enter and exit without having to be signed
into the facility, but please continue to sign the SWITCH attendance sheet.

All visitors to SWITCH can enter through the main entrance to Novellis (the front doors) and call the
SWITCH office (dial 9+613-547-6700 x129). There is an office phone book available if you need it. We will
come down and badge you in.

1. A big welcome to new corporate member Nedco, a division of Rexel Canada Electrical Inc.

Nedco)

2. Beer, snacks, and brainstorming on the Solar Decathlon: July 15th, 5-6+ pm, Grad Club,
Queen's University.

SWITCH members are invited to attend an evening event hosted by SWITCH and the Queen's
Solar Design Team about QSDT's entry into the 2011 Solar Decathlon competition. RSVP to
info@switchkingston.ca For more information see the attached announcement. There could be
spin-offs to Kingston from the construction of the home.

3. Please send a photo of yourself to SWITCH. With your permission, we would like to attach them
to your contact information on the SWITCH website.

4. The Ontario Power Authority has posted new documents (July 10) in support of the Feed-in
Tariff (FIT) Program. These documents can be found on the Power Authority's FIT website at the
following link:
http://www.powerauthority.on.ca/fit/Page.asp?PagelD=122&Content|D=10181&SiteNodelD=10
39&BL _ExpandID=

5. From SWITCH member, Queen’s University: Would your company like to make use of consulting
resources from 4" year Queen’s University students (Engineering, Law, Commerce, Science,
Arts)? Then consider putting together a project for TEAM (Technology, Engineering, And
Management) students in the coming year. Coordinators are available to help you put together
projects. For more information, see the attached .pdf file, their website:
http://team.appsci.queensu.ca/index.php or phone Jason Munn, jay.munn@gmail.com,
905.873.6792. The deadline is the end of July. They are especially interested in projects related
to sustainable energy.
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“Become a SWITCH sponsor”: You may have noticed this message at the top of the sidebar of
our updated website. That space, as well as space on our weekly e-newsletter, and our email
signature, will be available on an annual basis to a SWITCH sponsor. Please consider providing
vital financial support to SWITCH and its mission of making the Kingston region a centre for
sustainable energy. Contact SWITCH executive director Ted Hsu for more information.

The Kingston Sustainability Centre, located at 193 Princess Street (at Montreal St.) opened last
Friday, July 10™. SWITCH member and director lan Rowberry is working on-site this summer
while performing his other duties as a sustainability intern with the City of Kingston.

Axio Power, the parent of SWITCH member Axio Power Canada recently acquired the solar
assets of BQ Energy LLC, a utility-scale renewable energy developer.

SWITCH member Michael Tiffe, TAB Mechanical, exhibited at the CFB Trenton airshow on July
4™ and 5. Michael reported that there was a lot of interest in sustainable building products
(please see the attached photograph). Attendance was high at 28-30,000 on Saturday and 30-
32,000 on Sunday. Great display Michael!

If you brought a travel mug to the Open Meeting on Friday, July 3™, and you are now missing it,
please get in touch because we have two. Both are of the stainless steel variety.

If you are interested in sponsoring the refreshments, at a cost of $30, for one of our upcoming
Open Meetings, please contact Executive Director, Ted Hsu, thsu@switchkingston.ca.

If you liked the sustainably printed Open Meeting Agenda at our last meeting, please contact
SWITCH member Digigraphics (Kingston’s Most Sustainable Printer) who donated the FSC
certified paper and printing to SWITCH and consider using their services.

An online ‘book’ about sustainable energy (“Sustainable Energy, Not Hot Air’) that you may find
to be a useful resource is found here: http://www.withouthotair.com/ . It’s U.K. centric, but
contains good information. Ed. Note: | especially like the title of Part I: “Numbers, not
adjectives”

Reminder Notice: The Rotary Club is looking for literature, and any other information you’d like
to get in front of people, for their kiosks for the participants of the Rotary Club organized Wolfe
Island Wind Farm tours. Please contact Charlene Fawcett, charlene.fawcett@rbc.com, 613-549-
6484, for more information

For any companies that may be interested in Green IT/S please read the following
announcement sent by Jacqueline Corbett: “Is your company interested in improving your IT
environmental sustainability but not sure how to get started? As part of a multi-disciplinary
SSHRC-funded research project, Queen’s engineering students, under the direction of SWITCH
member, Dr. Joshua Pearce, will be performing information systems and technology energy
audits for interested organizations. At the conclusion of the audit, organizations will receive a
list of green IT and IS initiatives ranked according to the potential to reduce the ecological
impact. Additionally, a cost-benefit analysis of the recommendations will also be prepared by
Queen’s managerial economics students, under the direction of SWITCH members, Dr. Jane
Webster and Dr. Tracy Jenkin, enabling the organization to see not only the environmental, but
also the financial benefits of changes.” For more information, please contact Jacqueline
Corbett: JCorbett@business.queensu.ca .

Don’t forget to check out our upgraded website and the SWITCH video made by the author of
the recently published book, Kingston and Frontenac County, Alec Ross,
http://www.switchkingston.ca/. Please tell us how our website can be improved to serve you
better.

The September 4™ Open Meeting will also be an Interim Members Meeting to appoint 2 new
Board members and a few other matters. More details will follow closer to the date, but please
mark your calendars.
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You can now make a charitable donation to the SWITCH Sustainable Energy Future Fund to help
fund certain activities of SWITCH that are classified as charitable work in the environmental
area. Full details will appear on the SWITCH and Community Foundation for Kingston and Area
(CFKA) website shortly, but you can make a donation today by donating to CFKA and making
note of the name of our fund.

The 4™ instalment of the Renewable Energy Workshops for Homeowners will be repeated again
this fall. You can register for free at http://www.switchkingston.ca/workshop. Don’t forget to
spread the word about this opportunity while you are visiting with friends and neighbours
over the summer.

The [Prince Edward] County Sustainability Group has forwarded us a new webpage they have
put together about Wind Power. You can read it here:
http://www.countysustainability.ca/WindTruth.htm

Event: Community Challenge Day, August 14". Organized by the Ontario Power Authority,
communities will compete on the total number of megawatts saved and conservation pledges
made per capita. Please visit
http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/June2009/26/c2189.html to learn more.
SWITCH Board member lan Rowberry, is offering "Sustainability 101", a small group workshop
that introduces participants to the basic fundamental scientific principles that underpin the
Natural Step's framework for sustainability. The aim of these facilitated discussions - replete
with take-away resources and further learning suggestions - is to develop a common
understanding of what "big picture" sustainability means and enable participants to start
thinking about their own situations with regard to sustainability principles. It may also help
participants to engage more confidently in Focus Kingston's upcoming sustainability summit and
the City’s vision to become Canada's Most Sustainable City. The workshops/discussions are
offered free of charge, are open to any all kinds of groups (families, colleagues, social circles,
residents associations, union locals, etc.), and are funded by the Millennium Scholarship
Foundation. Maximum group size is five people, and this initial series is limited to 20 groups.
Please contact lan at ianrowberry@gmail.com for more information.

Event Update: 7" Annual ELORIN Conference, August 12-13, Holiday Inn, Kingston. This year’s
conference is all about sustainable building and design. Steven Moore, of SWITCH member
Moore Partners will be giving a workshop on the design and construction of his earth-sheltered
home. lan Pritchett, Lime Technology, and Wayne Trusty, President of the Athena Sustainable
Materials Institute, will be the keynote speakers. To see the agenda, please go to
http://elorin.ca/site/index.php?method=public.eventDetail&event id=155.

SWITCH Membership Benefit: Wintergreen Studios is a new off-grid education and retreat
centre located in the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve, less than an hour's drive from
Kingston. The lodge is solar-powered and features straw bale and green roof construction.
Meeting and retreat facilities, as well as one-day and two-day workshops, are offered at a
10% discount to SWITCH members. Please advise them you are a SWITCH member when
registering in order to receive the discount. To see a full listing of all one day workshops
please go to http://www.wintergreenstudios.com/2Day.php. Information on 2 day workshops
can be found by going to http://www.wintergreenstudios.com/5Day.php. lan Kilborn from
SWITCH member Quantum Renewable Energy will be teaching a Living Off the Grid course
on July 16™. To watch a slide show about Wintergreen on YouTube please go to
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAwzuRWWljg

SWITCH is looking for a volunteer to update our EPS logo files. If you, or anyone you know may
be interested, please call 613-547-6700 x129 or email info@switchkingston.ca.
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26. Event: 2™ Annual DSEA Conference, Building a Sustainable Community: An Energy and
Infrastructure Perspective, October 1%, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm, Ajax Convention Centre. For more
information and to register, please go to http://www.forum.dsea.ca/ or contact Kathleen
Pearce, 905-666-6259, kpearce@dsea.ca.

27. Event Update: Healthy Buildings 2009, Syracuse NY, September 13-17. The preliminary technical
program is now available, please go to http://hb2009.org/technical program to find out more.

Hope to see you at the beer and brainstorming event on July 15",

Ted Hsu, Executive Director; Catherine Humphreys, Administrative Assistant
SWITCH - The Sustainable Energy People

2nd Floor - 945 Princess Street

Kingston, ON K7L 5L9

613-547-6700 x 129

info@switchkingston.ca

http://switchkingston.ca/

SWITCH thanks the Ontario Trillium Foundation

and the members of SWITCH for their financial support

Has SWITCH helped you? Would you like to support our work?
Please consider becoming a member or a sponsor of SWITCH.

For more information, go to our website: http://switchkingston.ca/ or phone us!
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