


Kingston’s Competitive Advantage
The Kingston region has some of Ontario’s best wind, 

solar, and agricultural renewable energy resources.  
Its assets also include the human capital, knowledge 
base and research output of local institutions 

such as Queen’s University and St. Lawrence 
College, and a uniquely skilled labour force trained in 
sustainable energy technologies. Kingston is a hotbed 
of environmental activism and boasts a progressive 
municipal administration which has demonstrated an 
interest in sustainable economic development and 
environmentally-conscious decision-making.  

Our relationship 
with Kingston’s research 
community
SWITCH actively supports research and 
program development in Kingston’s educational 
facilities.  Linked to Queen’s University, Royal 
Military College, and St. Lawrence College, 
SWITCH has helped bring new funding options 
to research and new programming to schools. 
Working closely with both students and 
educators, SWITCH connects areas of study 
with practical applications and has provided 
students and educators with an expanding 
resource base for continued development 
of their interests in sustainable energy 
technologies. 

Who are we?
SWITCH is a network of 
businesses, research and 
educational institutions, 
public sector participants, 
and community-minded 
volunteers working together 
with a common mission: to 
position the Kingston region as a 
leading centre for sustainable energy.   

Founded in 2002 and operating under a 
volunteer Board of Directors, SWITCH has been growing 
steadily through funding from its members, the Kingston 
Economic Development Corporation, and the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation.  

What do we do?
SWITCH is creating a local concentration of industrial, 
commercial, investment, applied research and educational 
activities in the sustainable energy sector by providing 
networking, technical advisory, project facilitation, and 
informational services to local private and public sector 
organizations, research and educational institutions, 
community groups and individuals, and governments. 

Our staff organizes monthly open meetings, provides 
active networking support, facilitates information referral 
and exchange, looks out for opportunities for our members, 
maintains a database of the sustainable energy community, 
and organizes and participates in conferences.

For the consumer
SWITCH is a starting point for consumers who are looking to 
build sustainable energy into their businesses, workplaces, 
homes, and lives. 

For the employer  
and the job seeker

Part of SWITCH’s view for the future is to become a 
recognized resource for both employers and job seekers. By 
listing offers of employment, resumés, business opportunities, 
and education and training paths on its website SWITCH 
hopes to mobilize the local workforce as well as attract 
individuals and organizations to the Kingston region 
committed to working in the sustainable energy sector.  

A leader in Eastern Ontario
Agriculture: Kingston is at the centre of an agricultural 

region with forward thinking farmers and producers. 
Through active outreach into its neighbouring 

communities, SWITCH will help with the development 
and adoption of sustainable energy (including bio-

energy) technologies in rural areas.  
Sustainable economic growth: SWITCH is 

dedicated to improving the environmental and 
economic sustainability of the Kingston and Eastern 

Ontario region through promoting the development and 
commercialization of energy efficient and sustainable energy 
technologies, products, processes and services.

We connect 
the entrepreneur with research labs •	
the inventor with the technological facility  •	
the layperson with the professional•	
the consumer with the supplier •	
the supplier with the market•	
those who have questions with those who  •	

	 have answers


